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Good Communication in Fukuoka

Div. of Drinking Water Safety, Dept. of Env. Sci. and Eng, Tsinghua Univ.

In November of 2009, Prof. Hu recommended me
to apply for the Foreign Research Invitation Fund
Award. Under his help, I won the award finally luckily
and attended the 44" Annual Meeting of Japan Society
on Water Environment held in Fukuoka from 15" of
March to 17 of March.

In the process of applying for visa to Japan, the
JSWE provided me a lot of help. It is really appreciated
for their kind and warm hospitalities. When I arrived
at Fukuoka on the 14™ of March, one day before the
conference, I went to University of Fukuoka for a
first-touch visit to the conference venue. JSWE staff
kindly showed me around the conference venue, which
made me feel very comfortable. To be honest, I really
enjoyed my stay in Fukuoka.

In the conference, I gave a presentation entitled
‘Optimal locations of monitoring stations in water
distribution systems under multiple demand patterns’
and introduced a summary of the research activities
conducted in my research group in the past several
years. As we know, a safe access to potable water is
an essential issue. However, the water distribution
system is very vulnerable and easy to be attacked.
In recent years, especially after the 9 - 11 in the US,
it has attracted more and more concerns both from
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the scientist and industry. Among these, a hot topic
is how to set the online monitoring sensors on the
optimal location to gain the maximum coverage or
representativeness of the water quality of the water
distribution system. In my presentation, the flaw of
the conventional method and the advantage of an
improved method were introduced and compared
using a simple case study. The importance of
conducting such research is also addressed.

Due to the industrialization, our world is suffering
some new environmental problems. Many water
related problems appear and impose many pressures
on the whole society. Among these new appearing
problems, some can be solved using conventional
methods. Some, however, are still fresh to our
knowledge and need much attention both from pure
scientific research and practical implementation.
By joining the JSWE, I think it opens me a door to
communicate with colleagues in Japan to exchange
research sparks and establish a tighter link for both
sides. I really cherish this opportunity.

Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks
for the hard word and excellent organization of the
conference by the JSWE.
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